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‘I’ve got a new Life’

‘The work in international projects has given me a new life, both personally and professionally’. This recent spontaneous remark from one of the Danish teachers, who established her first international contacts at one of the recent ESP conferences, holds to us in one sentence what an ESP conference can offer and which effect such participation may have on the individual and the individual’s daily life as a teacher. 
The ESP conferences – and the past two years the ESP/ECOLE conferences have given a large number of teachers round Europe and beyond unique opportunities to establish contacts and initiate projects with colleagues from abroad.

May we not forget that these conferences have come into life thanks to the volunteer work put into the planning each year by a group of the ESP coordinators and last not least the ESP coordinator and his or her helpers being the year’s host. The conferences have been at stake several times as the workload looked ‘mountain high’. Not only the work but also the financial support has been a barrier for both organisers and participants. The collaboration with ECOLE and this year with Comp@act projects has meant that Comenius contact seminars could be established prior to the conference and the ‘newbies’ in CMCL projects can take advantage of the expertise collated in the ESP/ECOLE/COMP@CT projects, as participants in these projects act as tutors in the contact seminars.  
Transnational collaboration
The Danish teachers taking part in the ESP-ECOLE conference in 2004 managed not only to renew old contacts, but also to establish new contacts and several Comenius projects have come into life since 2004.
Also projects with colleagues outside Europe saw the day of light after the conference. A Danish and Iranian teacher managed to launch a new project under the wings of the UNESCO project: ‘Cultural Heritage’. See Cirius..
Some schools have written action plans for the international work. These plans visualize the many activities that take place not only e-mail or CSCL projects, but also many student and teacher exchanges. 

A couple of schools have even an optional subject called: the international dimension.

As accentuated in last year’s report it’s impossible for us to follow every single teacher and every single school, but we receive messages regularly about cooperation. Cooperation that is not based solely on Comenius projects but also on means found locally and where the aim is to expand the collaboration for teachers and students alike through mutual exchanges.
In order to keep the schools updated we have for many years sent messages regularly via our ESPDK mailing list to all interested Danish teachers.

The European School Net - EUN
Besides having cooperated with the EUN in the Comenius 2.1 project PROMISE, we also cooperate with Brigitte Parry and her colleagues at the EUN office. Brigitte Parry’s newsletters have inspired many Danish teachers to enter new transnational projects. The newsletters have an important mission of bringing out information to each teacher’s mailbox. It has been a pleasure to work together with Brigitte and her colleagues at EUN – always a quick answer and reaction to our requests.
eTwinning

eTwinning is a large scale EU project, that aims at including 30.000 schools in all EU countries in twinning activities. The project  will be introduced at the 19th ESP conference, but already in January 2005 we had the honour of being invited to present the work in both the ESP, ECOLE and PROMISE projects in a workshop at the opening conference in Brussels January 14 – 16th 2005. 
At the opening session the representative of the Danish NSS (National Support Service) Claus Berg, stressed that much expertise and knowledge lie in projects like: ESP, I*EARN and Kidlink. An expertise and knowledge that ought to be used in collaboration with the eTwinning project. In Denmark we have already had the first meetings with the Danish NNS about the eTwinning project.

That ESP and the work in the project has had an importance for many teachers round Europe, was not only mentioned at the opening of the conference, but also during the conference days, where almost 400 European teachers were gathered. Several teachers expressed gratitude for what the Image material has meant for them and their students when they started an international collaboration. 
The two ESP coordinators: Viljenka Savli and Francisca Soares presented the Image material in a workshop for many newcomers. Their presentation was praised by many participants afterwards and there was much interest in using it.

Besides ESP coordinators from Denmark, Slovenia and Portugal, Ludovit Sopcak from Slovakia and Cees Brederveld from the Netherlands took part in the eTwinning opening conference. 

Eight teachers from Denmark took part too and quite a few of them have been engaged in ESP projects over the years.

The NSS in Denmark will in the first place focus on letting the ENIS schools start in an eTwinning project. Wonder what the situation is like in other countries?
The Danish National Agency (Cirius)

The international dimension has been in focus at all levels in the Danish educational system the past years. We referred to the publication about the evaluation of the international dimension in the Danish primary and lower secondary schools last year. Some of the schools involved in ESP projects took part in this evaluation. 
In order to push the development even further the Danish government has set aside 5 mio Danish kr. to support initiatives that can promote international collaboration in contexts where the funding from the EU or Nordic programmes doesn’t cover the expenses. Cirius administers these means as well as the means from the EU and Nordic programmes.

The first sums have been distributed before Christmas, which means that one of the Danish schools that established contacts with our Iranian colleagues at the Prague conference has received money for a preparatory visit for the international coordinator and the head teacher to Teheran in the spring of 2005.
The cooperation with Cirius is by all means absolutely perfect. We have contact with practically all departments. We have taken part in meetings where the agenda has focussed on promoting international collaboration and where our experiences have been taken into account. A colleague from Cirius has invited KMA to a meeting in Dublin with representatives from other NAs about how to implement CSCL in Comenius projects.
In the Cirius brochures there is always a reference to ESP and to the Image Portal.

The Danish Ministry of Education – the EMU portal

The Danish EMU portal (a Danish portal similar to the EUN portal for all European institutions) has a separate area for the international work, so any teacher at any time can find relevant material about the international work.
ECOLE – PROMISE

Our work in the ECOLE project, which was officially closed in 2004, is a basic course for ‘newbies’ to a transnational CSCL project. The course is accessible from: http://www.espdk.dk/ecole/wp4/
Similarly the PROMISE project comes to an end in the spring of 2005. In this project we have had close collaboration with teacher trainers and teachers from 12 European countries in developing an on-line course focussing especially problem based project work and transnational collaboration. 
Besides the in-service course that has been developed in the project there have been many spin offs of the work: a development guide for pedagogical advisors on how to innovate education. A description on how schools in a district in Norway have changed the work towards more project work to materials on how to start project work in Dutch education.
In connection with the latter a group of 15 Dutch teachers visited Denmark in February 2005 with the aim to get more insight into project work and other organisational issues connected to this theme as team building, classroom as well as school management. The visit to the Danish schools not only gave an insight into how the project method is being used in the daily work, but it also meant that new transnational projects were established. The majority of the seven Danish host schools have been engaged in ESP projects for a considerable number of years. 

Danish School Libraries

The Danish school libraries serve as important centres for innovation. This implies the international collaboration as well. Today we find that the school librarian in quite a few schools has been appointed the international coordinator.
The ESP network

Looking back on the past year we wish first of all to praise the Danish teachers, who together with their head teachers in many different ways have contributed to the international work in writing, with presentations at conferences or at courses. There is much hard work behind the results and also much pioneer work done at every school
Also our warmest thanks to our ESP coordinator colleagues, who in so many different ways have worked together with us. A request is always answered straight away and many new contacts have been established thanks to this readiness to cooperate.
A special thanks to the ESP coordinators in Norway, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Portugal, Slovenia, Estonia, the Netherlands and colleagues in Italy and United Kingdom, who were in charge at the PROMISE courses in their countries. 

Likewise it has been a joy to be hosts for colleagues as well, whether it has been one, two or some time several teachers as it was the case with the Dutch delegation in January 2005.

What a joy to be able to have time to exchange pedagogical issues to teach and to learn from each other in order to enhance the education in our respective countries. Thanks to you all.

CICED
All projects are placed at CICED www.CICED.dk  – the Centre for International Cooperation in Education at CVU København & Nordsjælland. A centre that as one of its main goals has to promote and support international work in all parts of the institution. At the opening conference of the new premises in June 2004, we had an exhibition where we presented the work in ESP, PROMISE and ECOLE.
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